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Job title 
Veterinarian  
 
 
Job description  
 
The primary responsibility of veterinarians in practice is to serve the public through 
the provision of high quality care for the health and welfare of animals, kept as pets 
or for leisure activities, as working animals, farm livestock, or wildlife.  
 
Veterinary practices are distributed through the country in towns and rural areas. 
These may involve one veterinarian working on their own but, more commonly, 
several veterinarians work together.  
 
Practices vary according to the location. In large cities, for example, practices may 
deal only with companion animals such as dogs, cats and caged birds. This is 
commonly referred to as 'small animal' or 'companion animal' practice.  
 
In farming areas, the emphasis is on farm livestock such as cattle, sheep, deer and 
pigs, although other animals such as dogs, cats and horses are also dealt with ('large 
animal' or 'mixed' practice). Some practices, particularly in areas where there are 
large numbers of horses, may deal mainly or solely with them ('equine practice').  
 
Clinical practice offers an interesting career with plenty of variety. Apart from other 
veterinary skills, it requires an ability to assess facts in investigating outbreaks of 
disease in order to arrive at a satisfactory diagnosis.  
 
Common sense, independence and the ability to work with people of the farming 
community or other animal owners are necessary.  
 
Qualifications required 
Bachelor of Veterinary Science 
 
 
Training costs 
Approximately $2650 for pre-selection first semester and then if offered a place in 
professional phase then approximately $48000 for years two through to five (this 
covers tuition and non-tuition university fees calculated from 2011 figures). This does 
not cover any textbooks, specialised equipment, clothing or travel/accommodation 
costs that may be required. 
 
Other career opportunities  
 
A veterinary degree can lead to a great diversity of other careers including 
employment in animal welfare, conservation biology, specialist clinic construction, 
animal feed formulation and manufacture and zoological parks. 
 
There are many career opportunities for veterinarians in the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry in the divisions of Biosecurity New Zealand, New Zealand Food Safety 
Authority, and MAF Quarantine Service.  



 
Other career opportunities are possible in the following areas: 
 
- Veterinary Diagnostic Services  
 
Diagnostic Services are provided by government and privately owned laboratories. 
Laboratories and are staffed by veterinarians with advanced training in disciplines 
such as diagnostic pathology, microbiology, virology, parasitology, clinical 
biochemistry and haematology.  
 
- Crown Research Institutes  
 
Research into animal health and production is carried out in a number of centres 
around the country. Veterinarians play important roles in all aspects of animal 
research and artificial breeding and in the extension of research findings to other 
members of the profession and to the farming community.  
 
- Research and technical services in industry  
 
This industry requires the professional skills of veterinarians, and there are posts 
available in such fields as technical advisory services and research. Many of these 
can lead to senior executive management roles.  
 
- International Veterinary Science  
 
There are development projects for livestock industries in overseas countries. A 
number of veterinarians are involved in projects concerned with this development, 
with some projects being on a very large scale.  
 
 



Salary 
range

 
 
 
Other careers this profession could lead to: 
 
Research scientist in biomedicine. 
 
 
How to increase the chances of successfully entering this industry 



A solid scholastic background to a minimum of NCEA Level 3 in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. Mathematics and English are also highly regarded. 
It is recommended that applicants have studied a minimum of 20 credits in each of 
the subjects at NCEA Level 3 and passed a minimum of 14 credits in each of the 
subjects. 
 
 
Other places to source information about this job 
 
Massey Websites: 

• http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/programme-course-
paper/programme.cfm?prog_id=92611  

• http://vet-school.massey.ac.nz/  
 
New Zealand Veterinary Association 

• http://www.vetspace.org.nz/content/public  
 
Veterinary Council of New Zealand 

• http://www.vetcouncil.org.nz/massey.php  
 
 
 


